Chula Vista Nature Center

6th grade Scavenger Hunt- ANSWER KEY

TURTLE LAGOON

1. How long can Eastern Pacific Green Sea Turtles live? Up to 80 years
2. At what age do sea turtles reproduce? When they are 25-50 years old.
3. How many sea turtles do you see? Two
4. What do sea turtles mostly eat? Seagrasses and algae

5. How many days does it take before the baby turtles start to hatch? 40-70 days
6. In what kind of water do sea turtles live? sea/ saltwater/ tropical and subtropical
7. Although protected internationally, why are sea turtles still threatened? Egg poaching still occurs
8. Why are Green Sea Turtles endangered? Boating accidents, entanglement and trash consumption.
9. How can you help save the sea turtles? Obey boating speeed limits, recycle plastic bags, not releasing helium balloons, participating in beach clean-ups
THE BAY

  Schooling Fishes

10. Name three kinds of fishes that swim in schools. Sardines, anchovies, smelt, mackerel
11. What is the fish sensory organ called that allows them to “school”? lateral line
12. What do schooling fish eat?  plankton
13. What eats schooling fish? larger fishes, sea birds and marine mammals
  Small Bay Tanks

14. How do Bat Stars eat? They turn their stomachs inside out.
15. Which kind of sea star has pointed tube feet instead of sucker-tipped tube feet? Shallow-water Sand Star
16. Look at the floor. What sea creature can you find in the concrete other than a scallop shell? A sea star / starfish
Large Bay Community Tank

17. Name two animals that live in this big bay tank. California Halibut, Leopard Shark, Barred Sand Bass, Black Croaker, Garibaldi, Kelp Bass, California Scorpionfish, Spotted Sand Bass, Yellowfin Croaker, Bonefish
18. What is the name of the orange fish in this bay community tank? Garibaldi
19. Name two animals that eat decaying eelgrass and other organic material. Worms, snails, oysters, crabs, other invertebrates.
20. What do surfperch, croakers and bass eat? Crabs, snails and shrimps
21. Where do young animals stay before going out to the open ocean? Eelgrass beds
Jellyfish

22. How much of a Moon Jelly is water?  97%
23. What is another name for an adult jellyfish?  medusae
Lobster and Eel Grotto

24. Why should you not pick up a scoprionfish?  They have sharp poisonous spines
25. How long can spiny lobsters live? Up to 30 years
26. Is a moray eel likely to bite you? Not likely
27. What animals use jetties and breakwaters for homes? lobsters, moray eels and other crevice dwellers.
28. How can you help keep the bay clean and healthy? Use environmentally friendly chemicals in your garden, keeping gutters and sidewalks clean, maintaining your vehicle, disposing of waste and garbage properly.
THE MARSH

 Tall Cylinder Area

29. What kind of fish can absorb oxygen from the air and water? Longjaw Mudsucker
30. What is one of the most important plants in the marsh zone? eelgrass
31. What animals eat the blades of eelgrass? young fishes and snails
32. Look at the floor.  What kind of animal walked across the marsh? a bird

  Small Marsh Tanks

33. How fast can the Mantis Shrimp’s claws strike? Up to 50 miles an hour
34. The marsh helps absorb floodwaters and filter natural pollution.
35. What animals take advantage of food during low tides? shorebirds
36. What three plants are adapted to salt water? cordgrass, pickleweed, and eelgrass
37. What does a whelk use their proboscises for? reach prey in small crevices
Large Marsh Tank

38. Name 2 fishes that live in the big marsh tank? California Halibut, Diamond Turbot, Kelp Bass, Spotted Sand Bass, California Scorpionfish, Yellowfin Croacker
39. What do you see in the bushes above the water? A bird
40. Can you find the sea star? Yes     What color is it? Pink
THE UPLANDS

  Amphibian/Lizard/Insects Area

41. What is the defense mechanism of the alligator lizard?  They easily lose their tails
42. Why do Granite Spiny Lizards do “push ups”?  They are territorial displays
  Sweetwater Watershed

43. How many residents get drinking water from the Sweetwater Rice Watershed? 178,000

44. How many people live within this watershed?  300,000

  Pacific Flyway

45. When do birds migrate south along the Pacific Flyway?  early autumn
46. What places do birds usually stop to rest and refuel along the way? marshes with lots of shelter and food
Steelhead Creek

47. When was the Sweetwater River dammed? 1888
48. Why do Rainbow Trout have spots? They help them blend into gravely streambeds
49. What is the change called when Rainbow Trout become Steelhead?  smoltification
50. What kind of water do Rainbow Trout live in?  freshwater  

51. Why don’t San Diego County streams have as many fish as they used to? damming, over-use of groundwater and pollution
Snake Tank Area

52. Name three kinds of animals that live in the upland habitats. mammals, reptiles, birds, invertebrates, amphibians and insects
53. What type of habitat is the most threatened? upland
54. What snake has heat-sensing pits on their head? Red Diamond Rattlesnake
55. Which snake mimics a rattlesnake? Gopher Snake
56. Which snake is a livebearer instead of having their babies in eggs?  Rosy Boa
57. Look at the floor. Find the coyote footprints. How many are there? Two
