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1.0 REGIONAL SETTING

We’ve got a great location

Our history is rich and varied

The City of Chula Vista is located in southern San Diego County and has a wide variety of 
physical features (Figure 3-1). The bayfront, rivers, and foothills define the City’s planning area. 
Located just minutes from downtown San Diego and the U.S. Mexican border, Chula Vista has 
convenient access to cultural; recreational; educational; and business opportunities.  

Subsequent to the prehistoric era, when Native Americans 
were the primary inhabitants of the region, the history of the 
Chula Vista area evolved through contact with the Spaniards, 
Mexicans, and Americans, and later was heavily influenced 
by World Wars I and II. (See Section 3.1.9 of Chapter 9, the 
Environmental Element, for information on Native American 
presence in the area.)

Alta California, the counterpart to Baja Caliornia, underwent 
colonization by the Spanish beginning in 1769 with the 
arrival of Father Crespi and Father Junipero Serra, who 
oversaw the creation of a chain of missions. While under Spanish control, the Chula Vista area 
became part of a Spanish land grant known as Rancho del Rey (King's Ranch). The ranch 
included the portion of the South Bay area that is now National City, Chula Vista, Bonita, 
Sunnyside, and the Sweetwater River Valley, and was used as grazing land for the large Spanish 
herds of horses and cattle.

When Mexico achieved its independence from Spain in 1821,  Alta California became the 
frontier of Mexico, and Rancho del Rey became known as Rancho de la Nacion 
(National Ranch).  Secularization of the missions took place over the next decade and the former 
mission lands were transferred to the large Mexican families that had settled in the area during 
the period of Spanish control.  Vast ranchos were formed from these lands, creating a cattle based 
economy which dominated the landscape.  In 1845, Rancho de la Nacion was granted to John 
Forster, the son-in-law of Mexican governor Pio Pico.  
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2.0 HISTORY

Sweetwater Dam 1886


