
3.3.3 Identifying and Limiting Wildland Fire Hazards

Wildland fire risk zones are areas that have steep slopes, limited 
precipitation, and plenty of available fuel, or combustible plant 
material.  Wildland fire risk zones designated by the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection in 1999 are depicted 
on Figure 9-9, portions of which have subsequently been 
converted to urban development. Brush management is required 
to be undertaken in the City in areas where urban development 
interfaces with open space, in order to reduce fire fuel loads and 
reduce potential fire hazard. The City adopted the 1997 edition of 
the Urban-Wildland Interface Code (UWIC) as a part of the Chula 
Vista Municipal Code, which became effective in 1999, and subsequently adopted the 2000 
edition of the UWIC in 2002. The City is currently reviewing the 2003 edition of the International 
Urban-Wildland Interface Code with the intent to incorporate amendments appropriate to local 
conditions into the City’s UWIC. The purpose of the UWIC is to lessen the risk to life and 
structures from intrusion of fire from wildland fire exposures and fire exposures from adjacent 
structures and to prevent structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels.  The Chula Vista MSCP 
Subarea Plan also provides brush management guidelines for reducing potential fire hazards for 
existing and new communities within the City.  The MSCP Subarea Plan references provisions for 
emergency brush management activities conducted at the discretion of the Fire Marshal.

Since Chula Vista receives limited precipitation, the potential for wildland fires represents a 
significant hazard within areas of the City. However, implementing appropriate techniques, 
consistent with the Chula Vista MSCP Subarea Plan and the City's UWIC, can reduce such 
hazards.

Minimize the risk of injury and property damage associated with 
wildland fire hazards.

Policies

Implement brush management programs that which are consistent with the E 16.1
Chula Vista MSCP Subarea Plan and the City's Urban-Wildland Interface Code, 
within urban development and open space interface areas in order to reduce 
potential wildland fire hazards. Brush management guidelines with in the MSCP 
Subarea Plan and the Urban-Wildland Interface Code shall include limits and 
measures to prevent increased risk of erosion.
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3.4 Hazardous Materials and Waste

Hazardous materials are used, transported, produced, and stored for a variety of purposes in 
Chula Vista.  Associated with commercial, light  industrial, public, and residential areas, 
hazardous materials have the potential to impair public health and degrade the environment. 
Hazardous materials may exhibit toxic, corrosive, reactive, and/or flammable characteristics. The 
risk posed by a particular material depends on its chemical composition, physical state, and 
concentration.  Risk also depends on management and handling techniques, as well as the 
number of people exposed to the materials.  Protecting the public from potential threat requires 
addressing these risk factors. 

Regulations

Federal, state and county agencies closely regulate hazardous materials to protect public health 
and the environment. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, State of California 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Hazardous Materials Management Division of the 
County of San Diego Department of Environmental Health regulate and issue permits for the use, 
storage, disposal, and transport of hazardous materials.  Conditions of such permits require 
precautionary measures to minimize potential risks. 

A search of federal, state and local databases identified 
numerous known and potentially contaminated sites 
within and immediately adjacent to Chula Vista. The 
majority of these sites are located in older industrial and 
commercial areas west of Interstate 805 and along Main 
Street east of Interstate 805. Known and potentially 
contaminated sites within Chula Vista are primarily 
associated with unauthorized releases of oil and 
hazardous substances (e.g., leaking underground storage 
tanks); former solid and hazardous waste disposal and 
transfer sites; use, storage, and transport of hazardous 
materials; and hazardous waste generation.

3.4.1 Remediation of Contaminated Sites
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Future redevelopment of contaminated sites could be impaired unless adequate remediation of 
such sites occurs.  Redevelopment proposals will continue to be reviewed by the City to 
determine the presence and extent of contamination affecting redevelopment project sites. 
Remediation of contaminated sites will continue to be required of developers, as necessary, to 
protect public health and safety, in accordance with the recommendations of appropriate 
environmental assessments and consistent with all applicable regulations and standards.

Ensure the adequate remediation of contaminated sites as 
redevelopment occurs in order to protect public health and safety.

Policies

Clean contaminated sites to protective limits to ensure that planned future uses of E 17.1
such sites and public health and safety are not compromised.

  

Prior to the redevelopment of contaminated sites, ensure adequate remediation in E 17.2
accordance with the recommendations of appropriate environmental assessments 
and consistent with all applicable regulations and standards.

3.4.2 Managing Household Hazardous Waste

Household hazardous waste (HHW) generated by Chula Vista 
residents cannot be disposed of at the local and regional landfills 
serving the City and is, therefore, handled separately from non-
hazardous solid waste. HHW includes: used motor oil; latex and oil 
based paints; used antifreeze; cleaning products; aerosol containers; 
dry cell and automotive batteries; pesticides and garden chemicals; 
and solvents. Chula Vista's HHW efforts are designed to provide a 
means to safely collect, recycle, treat, and dispose of HHW. Chula 
Vista's current HHW program, initiated in 1997, includes a temporary 
storage facility located at the City's John Lippitt Public Works Center on 
Maxwell Road. This facility was designed as a regional facility to 
accommodate waste from the South Bay area, including areas outside 
the City limits. The majority of the HHW collected at the City's facility is 
reused or recycled and is, thus, diverted from landfill disposal. HHW is sent to various locations 
throughout the United States for treatment and/or recycling. In addition to the City's HHW facility, 
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the City provides free curbside used motor oil and oil filter collection through its solid waste 
collection franchisee. Source reduction, a form of diversion, is promoted through public education 
on alternatives to toxic products. The City plans to expand its HHW program to include 
conditionally exempt, small-quantity generators, such as small group painters and very small-
scale mobile automobile mechanics.

Minimize the use of toxic products by residents and small businesses through public E 18.2
education on alternative products and methods.

Products as diverse as gasoline; paint; solvents; film-processing chemicals; household cleaning 
products; refrigerants; and radioactive substances are categorized as hazardous materials. After 
use, or processing, hazardous materials that remain are considered hazardous waste. Nearly all 
industry and businesses in Chula Vista generate some amount of hazardous waste. Hazardous 
waste is of concern in light of potential adverse public health and safety and environmental 
impacts that can result from the improper handling and disposal of such materials. Therefore, the 
appropriate siting of hazardous waste storage, collection, treatment, disposal and transfer facilities 

In the absence of convenient and affordable HHW collection facilities and sufficient public 
education, the extent of improper HHW disposal would likely be great.  The adverse impacts of 
improper HHW disposal to the environment and to public health and safety warrant significant 
efforts to facilitate proper disposal. Public education on alternatives to toxic products can yield a 
reduction of HHW sources and, in turn, a reduction in HHW generation; therefore, such efforts 
are also warranted.

Minimize the use of toxic products by residents and small businesses 
and facilitate the proper disposal of household hazardous waste.

Policies

Provide convenient and affordable household hazardous waste collection facilities E 18.1
and services for residents and small businesses, including City facilities, community 
collection events, and curbside collection.

3.4.3     Siting Hazardous Waste Facilities
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is important. Also important is the siting of such facilities in relatively close proximity to 
generation sources in order to facilitate proper and efficient disposal of hazardous waste and to 
reduce the transport of hazardous waste within the City.

Proposals for hazardous waste storage, collection, treatment, disposal, and transfer E 19.1
facilities shall be accepted for review, only if located on industrial-zoned land within a
designated general area, as shown on Figure 9-10. The proposal shall be reviewed, 
based upon the following criteria:

State law requires the mapping of “general areas” within which hazardous waste facilities might 
be established. Proposed hazardous waste facilities will be considered only if they are within the 
industrial zoned general areas shown on Figure 9-10 and meet specific siting, design, and 
operating criteria as, defined in Policy E 19.1 below, as established by the Chula Vista Zoning 
Code, and pursuant to siting criteria guidelines established by the City.
 

Maintain the ability to establish hazardous waste storage, collection, 
treatment, disposal, and transfer facilities to serve the needs of Chula 
Vista industry and businesses within appropriate locations of the City, 
while ensuring adequate protection of the community.

Policies

! The application shall include risk assessments, environmental reviews, and other 
reports necessary to determine project impacts on the environment.

! A health risk assessment, as described in the Chula Vista Zoning Code, shall be 
prepared under the direction of the City, the Local Assessment Committee (LAC) 
and any Ad Hoc Technical Committees that may be created to advise the City and 
the LAC on such matters.

! All facilities shall be a minimum of 1,000 feet from any residential zone; 
residence; school; hospital; hotel; motel; or other similar land use.

! Setback or buffer areas shall be precluded from future residential uses through 
property restrictions, such as easements or covenants, and, where appropriate, 
through zoning.
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General Areas Map
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