
Chula Vista’s plans to attract a four-year university are shifting into high gear 
now that land negotiations have been completed. After thousands of hours 
of discussions with a variety of developers and property owners, the City 
recently wrapped up land acquisition efforts for a new university campus and 
technology park in the southeastern part of the city. 

The final acreage—160 acres from JPB Development—was deeded over to the 
city in May. That brings the total acreage for the project to approximately 375 
acres, a land package that’s valued at $250-$300 million. 

The addition of the final acreage marks the end of nearly three years of land 
negotiations and the beginning of an intensive period of university and college 
recruitment. 

“We’re on our way,” said an exuberant Mayor Cheryl 
Cox. “Now that we’ve acquired all the land, the City 
can enter into intense discussions with established 
universities and colleges.“

The concept of locating a four-year university in Chula 
Vista was introduced back in 1993. Land acquisition got 
underway several years ago when 230 acres, some of it 
open space, were transferred to the City by developers 
Brookfield Shea and the EastLake Company.

In April, another 50 acres were acquired from the 
Otay Land Company. In the agreement, the Otay Land 
Company pledged $2 million toward recruitment efforts. 
The City’s final land deal with JPB Development means the 
ambitious project can move forward immediately.

In return for the land, the City will allow developers to add 
more residential units to their existing plans and process 
their entitlements in a more streamlined way.

In addition to the university and technology  
park, the City-owned campus will house the prestigious  
charter school—High Tech High Chula Vista—and a global  
energy research center. 

“The university—the people it attracts and the projects it  
generates—will bring balance to our community,” added Mayor Cox.  
“This is a milestone in our efforts to offer the people of South County new 
educational opportunities. We’re also excited about the high paying jobs a 
university and a technology park will create in our city.”     
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Saturday, June 14, all eyes will be on the BMX U.S. 
Olympic Team Trials in Chula Vista. Some of the 
world’s most daring athletes will be competing at 
the U.S. Olympic Training Center for a spot on the 
Men’s BMX Olympic Team. It’s a winner-take-all 
race that gets underway at 10 a.m. MSNBC will be 
televising the competition the following day, June 
15, to a national audience.  

BMX Cycling is one of the new sports that will be 
introduced during the summer games in Beijing. 
The Olympic Trials will be open to the public; 
tickets are $5 for children and seniors and $10 
for adults.  In addition to the competition, there 
will be a community expo featuring well-known 
vendors from around the region.  Athletes will be 
on hand for photos and autographs, making this a 
fun, family event.  It’s the next best thing to going 
to Beijing!  For ticket information, please call  
(619) 482-6120 or visit www.usolympicshops.com.

 
Here are some of 
the BMX athletes  
to watch:

Mike Day 
Day is quickly 
becoming one of the 
most accomplished 
young BMX athletes 
in the world and 
has been ranked 
number one in the 
UCI international BMX 
rankings.   

Donny Robinson 
After winning 
the BMX Olympic 
Test event in 
Beijing in August 
2007, Robinson is 
considered one of 
the favorites to win 
this year’s gold.  

Jill Kintner 
At the Olympic Test 
event in Beijing last 
August, Kintner 
placed fifth, showing 
she’s on pace to 
become one of the 
hopefuls for an 
Olympic medal.    

Arielle Martin 
Known for her 
exceptional jumping 
skills, the third 
female in history 
to land a back-flip 
hopes to use her 18 
years of experience 
racing a BMX bike to 
bring home Olympic 
gold. 

The women’s team 
will be determined 
based on a point 
system and will be 
announced June 30.

BMX Trials Coming Up
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Well-known 
restaurateur Joe 
Busalacchi and 
his partners never 
ventured beyond 
the San Diego city 
limits with their 
fabulous food and 
fine wine—until 
Via Lago opened 
in EastLake last 
October.  And we’re 
so glad they did!

This comfortable 
and authentic Italian 

restaurant in the upscale Village Walk at EastLake 
shopping center may be Chula Vista’s most 
sophisticated dining experience.  It boasts a private 
wine room, live music on weekends, and friendly 
but professional service.  And then 
there’s the food—fresh, seasonal and 
simply prepared. From the pomodoro 
sauce made with organic tomatoes to the 
home baked cannoli, everything is made 
from scratch out of the best ingredients 
available. The partners at Via Lago are 
passionate about the food they serve 
and the dining experience they offer 
their guests. 

“Our clients know and appreciate good 
food and wine,” said Jan Montell, a 
Busalacchi partner and long-time Chula 
Vista resident. “Dining at Via Lago is 
like sharing a meal at someone’s Italian 
home. People don’t rush through dinner.  

 
They linger and savor— 
not only the food, but the experience.”

Walls are painted in rich Tuscan colors and 
the floor is made of Italian stone. Murano 
glass fixtures frame the bar and brick accents 
introduce a touch of old world charm.  An 
outdoor patio is the perfect place for appetizers 
or dessert. And the private wine room, which 
seats 26, is ideal for celebrations, family 
gatherings and even business presentations.

Via Lago is Joe Busalacchi’s seventh restaurant. 
Often, you’ll find this local legend in the 
kitchen, tasting sauces and inventing new dishes. 

“Joe’s commitment as an owner/chef is unique,” 
noted Montell. “He’s always changing the menu and 
always experimenting with flavors and ingredients. 

He’s so creative.” 

At Via Lago, creativity isn’t limited to the menu. 
Busalacchi and his partners are experimenting with 
different kinds of dining experiences they offer their 
guests in Chula Vista.  Just recently, the restaurant 
premiered the first in a series of Wine Dinners, a 
sold out event that included a good bit of mingling 
on the patio and a relaxed five course dinner with 
wine pairings. On Sundays, the restaurant attracts 
a crowd with a combination of live flamenco-style 
guitar music and tasty Sangria. Join Via Lago for 
Sangria Sundays! 

Although people from all over the county are 
stopping in for lunch, brunch or dinner at Via Lago 
Trattoria, most of the regular diners live nearby in 
South County. “They thank us for being here,”  
said Montell. “They thank us for opening so close  
to home.” 

For reservations, call (619) 216-8660 or visit  
www.vialagotrattoria.com.

Via Lago Trattoria by Busalacchi
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