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Housing News
Interested in purchasing a home?  The City has a down payment and closing cost 
assistance program that can provide first-time homebuyers with up to $70,000 towards 
the purchase of a foreclosed property in the City of Chula Vista.  You could qualify if your 

family of four earns less than $86,500. For 
specific program eligibility and details, visit 
www.chulavistaca.gov/cvrh.  To be approved 
for assistance, you must take a required 
HUD (U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development) certified Homebuyer 
Education class.  Two classes have been 
scheduled in Chula Vista—February 21 
(Spanish) and February 28 (English).  The 
class offers valuable information on the 
basics of homeownership and will include 
details about the Chula Vista assistance 
program.  In order to enroll in one of the 
classes or find out about other scheduled 
class dates, please call Community 
HousingWorks at (619) 282-6647 ext. 5465. 

 
New Neighborhood Stabilization Funds.  Recently, HUD approved the City’s  
$2.8 million plan focused on reviving neighborhoods hit hard by foreclosures. Across the 
country, HUD’s Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) is pumping federal dollars into 
communities experiencing exceptionally high foreclosure problems. Local governments 
have developed plans for spending the HUD dollars, and recently Chula Vista was given the 
green light to move forward with its plans. NSP funds may be used to purchase foreclosed 
or abandoned homes/properties and/or to rehabilitate, resell or redevelop these homes. 
A key component of Chula Vista’s plan is to provide down payment assistance for low and 
moderate income first-time buyers purchasing foreclosed properties.   
 
Another part of the plan is to create permanent rental housing opportunities for very-low 
income residents.  To see a copy of the approved plan and find out if you’re eligible, visit  
www.chulavistaca.gov/cvrh.  Look for more information when City staff puts together a 
series of educational events for the public leading up to March 3 when the Chula Vista City 
Council is expected to appropriate the NSP funds. 
 
Distressed homeowner?  The City has partnered with the Housing Opportunities 
Collaborative to host a HOME Clinic (Home Owners Mobile Education) at the Montevalle 
Community Park Multipurpose Hall, 840 Duncan Ranch Road, from 10 am–3 pm on  
April 4.  The Clinic offers an opportunity for homeowners having difficulty making 
mortgage payments, to receive one-on-one counseling with foreclosure specialists.   
 
To reserve a space at the clinic, call (800) 462-0503 or email  
homeclinic@housingcollaborative.org. For more information visit  
www.housingcollaborative.org.   

Revitalizing Broadway
 
Chula Vista’s Redevelopment Agency is serving as a catalyst for change 
along the City’s Broadway corridor.  The agency is helping to direct 
and fund the Broadway Economic Revitalization Strategy, a business 
development program focused on bringing a new look and more 
customers to the commercial district between D Street and Naples. 

Work started in 2007 when the Redevelopment Agency partnered 
with both the San Diego State University Research Foundation 
and the Aztec Business Alliance to survey merchants and 
identify the business district’s needs and priorities. A series of 
recommendations include establishing a Broadway business 
association and implementing a number of new programs:  
façade renovation; streetscape improvements; marketing and 
promotions; and an effort to engage businesses in curbing crime—
the Safe City Program. 

Last September, the City agency moved forward with a number of 
the project recommendations.  The Cape Cod Center, located at 
Broadway and Moss Streets, was identified for a facade renovation 
project.  Working collaboratively with the property owner, the 
Redevelopment Agency will provide a grant to assist with expenses. 
Funds were donated to help with the costs of a utility box mural 
and for banners along the Broadway commercial district promoting 
the San Diego Regional Enterprise Zone. Police stepped in to offer 
business owners environmental design tips that discourage crime 
and create a safer shopping experience for customers. 
 
Look for the agency to continue its efforts to support and promote 
Chula Vista’s small business community in 2009!  
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Library Creations
Imaginations ran wild in the Chula Vista Library’s first ever  
“Design a Library Card” contest. Stop by the Civic Center branch  
on F Street to view the impressive work of 37 talented finalists  
and five first place winners!

More than 200 Chula Vista library cardholders between the  
ages of four and 73 entered the contest, submitting original 
designs in their respective categories—grades K-3, 4-6, 7-12 
and adult. 

Winners in the four categories plus the recipient of the 
Mayor’s Prize for best overall design, were announced at a 
special library reception in January.  

Two thousand winning cards have been printed for purchase 
with the proceeds going to the Chula Vista Public Library 
Foundation. Cards are selling for $3, so don’t forget to stop in 
and get yours! The foundation hopes to raise $6,000 to  
buy new books. 

In September, the library announced its “Design a Library  
Card” contest to all library cardholders. The youngest age group was 
assigned the theme of “My First Library Card.” Fourth graders on 
up worked with a second theme: “I Love My Library.” Final judging 
in each category included a council member, librarian, City graphic 
designer, and a community artist/teacher. 

“One of the library managers came up with the idea about a year 
ago, and we felt this was a creative way to build awareness and 
get people involved,” said Scott Love, the library’s Public Relations 
Manager. “This has been a wonderful experience.”

Last year, the non-profit  
Chula Vista Public Library  
Foundation, raised  
approximately  
$10,000 to buy  
library books for  
children and teens.  
To learn more, visit  
www.cvplfoundation.org  
or call (619) 691-5169.

Nixle Us
Chula Vista has become a showcase city for 
a new community information service that 
delivers urgent messages, advisories and 
community news 
to subscribers. 
Check it out at 
www.nixle.com. 
Click on “login” 
to view messages 
that have been reaching Chula Vista residents 
from Police and the Office of Communications. 
Soon other departments will be onboard 
sending messages about their events and 
special programs.

Nixle is a free service that’s designed to help 
cities stay connected with residents 24/7.  Local 
police departments and government agencies 
can use Nixle to send out immediate, reliable 
and time sensitive public safety notifications 
and community information to residents with 
computers and cell phones.

Messages to Chula Vistans over the past few 
weeks include an alert about a missing senior 
citizen, information about a fraud scheme, 
notification that passport appointments can 
be made online and a traffic advisory to warn 
motorists about a Caltrans road project.

There is no cost to the City to offer the Nixle 
service to residents.

Nearly four thousand people citywide have 
already signed up for the service. And there’s 
a promotional effort underway to encourage 
many thousands more to subscribe.

Mayor’s Prize – Nicole Bella, age 15 
Hilltop High School

K-3rd grades – Samantha Sinks, age 8 
Tiffany Elementary (DASH participant) 

4th-6th grades – Alejandra Ramirez, age 11 
Sacred Heart Parish 

7th-12th grades – Gretchen Kasler, age 19 
Seton Home Study 

Adult – Antonio del Campo Jr., age 24 
Art Institute of California 
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High Tech High 
Opens LEED 
Certified Campus
School is now in session at High 
Tech High Chula Vista! The school, 
located on university land in 
the eastern part of the city, will 
eventually serve 550 students 
on its LEED certified campus.  The 
first phase of construction on the new 
campus has been completed, and some 
students began attending classes there 
in January.

LEED is a green building rating system 
that promotes environmental friendly 
design and construction. High Tech High 
is expected to be the first LEED certified 
venture in the City and the first project 
in California to receive LEED for Schools 
certification through the U.S. Green 
Building Council. 

What makes the school so special? It incorporates many sustainable design elements 
including extensive passive ventilation and low toxicity building materials. And don’t 
forget the solar panels. In partnership with SDG&E’s Sustained Communities program, 
High Tech High Chula Vista has a photovoltaic system that produces enough electricity 
to meet more than the school’s annual energy needs.

Coming up this fall is the opening of the Environmental Research Center, a place 
where High Tech High students can collaborate on a series of projects with university 
students and instructors. Subjects may include environmental chemistry, horticulture, 
renewable energy, the local watershed, and functional genomics. 

As students and staff begin to stretch out in their new space, High Tech High Chula 
Vista  will continue to expand many of its innovative student programs including the 
popular student-driven recycling center. 

Applications for the next school year are currently being accepted for grades 9 
through 11. Visit www.hightechhigh.org/schools/HTHCV/ for information. The 
application deadline is coming up February 27.

Getting the Message
 
Law enforcement’s aim to get drunk drivers off South Bay streets 
recently got a boost from a state agency in the form of a $525,000 
grant. Funds from the California Office of Traffic Safety will be used to 
implement the new DUI Prosecution and Awareness Program. The two-
year program allows the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office to 
dedicate one of its prosecutors to focus only on South Bay DUI cases; 
specifically cases involving death or serious injuries, defendants with 
prior drunk driving convictions, underage drunk drivers, and certain hit 
and run crimes. In addition, the program requires that DUI offenders 
with a prior DUI conviction post bail or remain in jail until arraignment— 
a change from past procedure. 

In an effort to prevent collisions caused by drunk drivers, the grant 
provides funding for combined law enforcement DUI operations including 
a series of checkpoints, saturation patrols and warrant sweeps. The 
program also supports a regional public awareness campaign. 

In the City of Chula Vista, five people have died in DUI related collisions 
over the past five months. Over the past year, the South Bay District 
Attorney’s Office has prosecuted more than 2,200 DUI offenses—a 10% 
increase over 2007. In 20% of those cases, the defendant had a prior 
DUI conviction. Clearly, some people are still not getting the message 
that driving under the influence is illegal.

The DUI Prosecution and Awareness Program also calls for the D.A.’s 
office and local law enforcement agencies to work together on a regional 
approach to DUI issues and investigative techniques. Teaming up with the 
Chula Vista Police Department and the San Diego County District Attorney’s 
Office are the Coronado, National City and San Diego police departments, 
the San Diego Sheriff’s Office and the California Highway Patrol.

















Helpful Connections
Animal Control	 619-691-5123

Budget & Analysis	 619-691-5049

City Attorney	 619-691-5037

City Clerk	 619-691-5041

City Council	 619-691-5044

City Manager	 619-691-5031

Communications and	 619-691-5296
   Media Relations

Environmental Services	 619-691-5122

Engineering	 619-691-5021

Finance	 619-691-5250

Fire	 619-691-5055

Human Resources	 619-691-5096

Job Hotline	 619-691-5095

Library	 619-691-5069

Nature Center	 619-409-5900

Building Division	 619-691-5272

Planning Division	 619-691-5101

Police	 619-691-5151

Public Works Operations	 619-397-6000

Purchasing	 619-691-5141

Redevelopment & Housing	 619-691-5047  

Recreation	 619-409-5979

Special Events Hotline	 619-585-5682

Transit Division	 619-397-6059 

Service Requests	 619-397-6000
   www.chulavistaca.gov/goto/servicerequest

CITY SERVICES (CHULA VISTA)
Park Reservations:  	 619-397-6197

	 www.chulavistaca.gov/goto/parkreservation 
Graffiti Hotline	 619-691-5198

Graffiti IN PROGRESS	 911
Graffiti Abatement Program Info Online
http://www.chulavistaca.gov/City_Services/Community_Services/Public_Works_Operations/Traffic_sign/graffiti.asp

Report Crime 	 619-691-5151
	 www.chulavistapd.org

Local Environmental Info	 www.chulavistaca.gov/clean
Code Enforcement Info Desk	 619-691-5280
Chula Vista Police Community Relations	 619-691-5127
Household Hazardous Waste Program Info	 619-691-5122
Passport Appointment Line	 619-409-1949

LOCAL AND REGIONAL RESOURCES
Chula Vista Chamber of Commerce 	 www.chulavistachamber.org
Chula Vista Elementary School District 	 www.cvesd.k12.ca.us 
Chula Vista Community Collaborative	 www.chulavistacc.org
South Bay Community Services	 www.southbaycommunityservices.org
County of San Diego 	 www.co.san-diego.ca.us
Port of San Diego 	 www.portofsandiego.org
San Diego Association of Governments 	 www.sandag.cog.ca.us
   (SANDAG)
San Diego Better Business Bureau 	 www.sandiego.bbb.org
San Diego Gas and Electric 	 www.sdge.com
San Diego Union-Tribune 	 www.signonsandiego.com
   (San Diego daily newspaper)
South County Economic Development 	 www.sandiegosouth.com
   Council (SCEDC)
Southwestern College 	 www.swc.cc.ca.us
Sweetwater Union High School District 	 www.suhsd.k12.ca.us
Third Avenue Village Association 	 www.cvdba.com
Franchise Tax Board 	 www.ftb.ca.gov
Local News, Weather, Traffic & Media	 www.homeport-sd.com/news
South Bay Municipal Courthouse	 619-691-4728
Small Claims Court (South Bay Courthouse)	 619-691-4439
Traffic Court (South Bay Courthouse)	 619-691-4726
Jury Duty (South Bay Courthouse)	 619-236-2677
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