
CITY OF CHULA VISTA  

URBAN FOREST TREE LIST  
 

TREES SUITABLE FOR 3’ X 4’ CUTOUTS OR 3’ TO 4’ PARKWAYS 

 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT WIDTH GROWTH DROUGHT- 

TOLERANT? 

Acacia aneura Mulga >20’ >20’ Mod/Fast Yes* 

Aesculus californica California buckeye 20’ 22’-30’ Moderate Yes* 

Arbutus ‘Marina’ Arbutus 25’ 25’ Moderate Yes 

Callistemon citrinus Lemon bottlebrush 25’ 20’ Slow/mod Yes 

Callistemon viminalis Weeping bottlebrush 25’ 20’ Slow/mod Yes  

Cercis canadensis Eastern redbud 25’ 25’ Slow/mod  

Cercis occidentalis Western redbud 20’ 20’ Slow/mod Yes* 

Chionanthus retusus Chinese fringe tree 20’ 20’ Slow/mod  

Eriobotrya deflexa Bronze loquat >20’ >20’ Slow/mod  

Eucalyptus torquata Coral gum 20’ 20’ Moderate Yes 

Ginkgo biloba Maidenhair 50’ 25’ Fast  

Hymenosporum flavum Sweetshade 40’ 25’ Slow/mod  

Lagerstroemia indica Crape myrtle 30’ 20’ Moderate  

Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia/St. Mary magnolia >20’ >20’ Slow/mod  

Markhamia hildebrandtii Markhamia 35’ 20’ Slow/mod  

Maytenus boria Mayten 40’ 30’ Slow  

Pinus thunbergiana Japanese black pine 20’ 15’ Slow  

Pittosporum angustifolium Willow pittosporum 20’ 10-15’ Slow  

Pittosporum rhombifolium Queensland pittosporum 35’ 20’ Moderate  

Senna splendida (syn. Cassia splendida) Golden wonder senna 12’ 10’ Moderate Yes 

Stenocarpus sinuatus Firewheel tree 25’ 15’ Moderate  

Tristaniopsis laurina Water gum 20’ 6-8’. Moderate  

 

 



TREES SUITABLE FOR 5’ X 5’ CUTOUTS OR 6’ TO 8’ PARKWAYS 

 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT WIDTH GROWTH DROUGHT-  

TOLERANT? 

Acacia baileyana Bailey acacia 30’ 25’ Fast Yes* 

Acacia baileyana ‘Purpurea’ Purple Bailey acacia 30’ 25’ Fast Yes 

Agonis flexulosa Peppermint tree 30’ 30’ Moderate Yes 

Albizia julibrissin Silk tree 40’ 40’ Fast Yes 

Angophora costata Sydney red gum  30’ + 30’  Fast Yes 

Bauhinia blakeana Hong Kong orchid 20’ + 20’ Slow/mod Yes 

Bischofia javanica Bishopwood/toog tree 50’ 30’ Mod/fast  

Brachychiton acerifolius Australian flame  40’ 30’ Fast  

Brachychiton discolor Pink flame tree 40’+ 20’-30’ Fast  

Brachychiton populneus Bottle tree 40’ 25’ Fast  

Cassia leptophylla Gold medallion 30’ 30’ Moderate  

Cercidium ‘Desert Museum’ Palo Verde ‘Desert Museum’ (thornless) 30’ 30’ Mod/fast Yes* 

Chilopsis linearis Desert willow 30’ 30’ Moderate Yes* 

Chitalpa tashkentensis Chitalpa 30’ 30’ Moderate Yes 

Eucalyptus torquata Coral gum 30’ 25’ Mod/fast Yes 

Geijera parviflora Australian willow 40’ 25’ Mod/fast Yes* 

Gleditsia triacanthos inermis Honey locust 30’ 30’ Moderate  

Handroanthus impetiginosus  

(Tabebuia impetiginosa; T. avallandae) 

Pink trumpet 30’ 30’ Moderate  

Jacaranda mimosifolia  Jacaranda 40’ 40’ Moderate  

Laurus nobilis Sweet bay 30’ 20’ Slow  

Leptospermum laevigatum (Parkway) Australian tea tree 20’ 20’ Slow/mod Yes* 

Lophostemon confertus Brisbane box 35’ + 35’ Fast  

Melaleuca linariifolia Flaxleaf paperbark 30’ 30’ Mod/fast Yes 

Melaleuca stypheloides Prickly paperbark 45’ 35’ Moderate Yes 

Metrosideros excelsa New Zealand Christmas tree 30’ 30’ Moderate Yes 

Pinus canariensis Canary Island pine 60’+ 20’-30’ Fast  



Pinus eldarica Mondell/Afghan pine 40’+ 35’-40’ Moderate  

Pistacia chinensis Chinese pistache 35’ 35’ Moderate Yes 

Pittosporum undulatum Victorian box 40’ 30’ Moderate Yes 

Prunus caroliniana Carolina cherry 20’-40’ 20’-40’ Moderate Yes 

Pyrus calleryana Bradford/Callery pear 25’-40’ 25’-40’ Moderate  

Quercus ilex Holly oak 40’ + 40’ + Slow Yes 

Rhus lancea African sumac 30’ 30’ Moderate  

Robinia x ambigua ‘Purple Robe’ Purple robe locust 30’ 30’ Mod/fast Yes 

Triadica sebifera (Sapium sebiferum) Chinese tallow  40’ 35’ Fast  

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese elm 60’ 70’ Fast  

Zelkova serrata Sawleaf zelkova 50’+ 40’-50’ Moderate Yes 

 

 

TREES SUITABLE FOR 10’+ PARKWAYS  

 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT WIDTH GROWTH DROUGHT-  

TOLERANT? 

Afrocarpus gracilior  Fern pine 60’ 60’ Moderate  

Alnus rhombifolia White alder 40’ + 40’ + Mod/fast  

Calodendrum capense Cape chestnut 40’ + 30’ + Moderate  

Catalpa bignonioides Southern catalpa 20’ – 40’ 35’ Moderate  

Cedrus atlantica Atlas cedar 40’ + 40’ + Moderate  

Cedrus deodara Deodar cedar 50’+ 40’ + Mod/fast  

Ceiba speciosa (fmrly Chorisia speciosa) Floss silk tree 50’ 30’ Mod/fast Yes 

Cinnamomum camphora Camphor tree 40’ + 40’ Mod/fast  

Cupressus guadalupensis Guadalupe cypress 35’+ 25’ Moderate Yes* 

Erythrina coralloides  Naked coral tree 30’ – 40’ 30’– 40’ Mod/fast Yes 

Erythrina crista-galli Cockspur coral 35’ 35’ Moderate Yes 

Erythrina falcata Brazilian coral 50’ 30’-40’ Mod/fast  

Erythrina humeana Natal coral 30’-40’ 30’-40’ Moderate  

Eucalyptus spp. (excluding E. globulus) Various (e.g., cladocalyx, sideroxylon) 25’-100’ 20’-60’ Fast Yes 



Harpephyllum caffrum Kaffir plum 40’ 35’ Mod/fast Yes 

Koelreuteria bipinnata  Chinese flame tree 40’ 40’ Mod/fast  

Koelreuteria paniculata Golden rain tree 40’ 40’ Mod/fast  

Lagunaria patersonii Norfolk Island hibiscus/itchy bomb  tree 40’ + 35’ Mod/fast Yes 

Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia/St. Mary magnolia 60’ 40’ Moderate  

Melaleuca quinquenervia Paperbark melaleuca 40’ 20’ Mod/fast  

Pinus halepensis Aleppo pine 40’+ 40’+ Moderate  

Pinus pinea Italian stone pine 40’+ 40’+ Mod/fast  

Pinus torreyana Torrey pine 40’+ 40’+ Mod/fast Yes* 

Platanus x acerifolia London plane 60’ 40’ Mod/fast Best ‘Columbia’ 

Platanus racemosa California sycamore 60’+ 40’+ Mod/fast  

Quercus agrifolia Coast live oak 40’+ 40’+ Slow/mod Yes* 

Quercus engelmannii Engelmann oak 40’+ 40’+ Slow/mod Yes 

Quercus suber Cork oak 60’ 40’ Moderate  

Schinus molle California pepper 40’ 40’ Moderate Yes* 

Tipuana tipu Tipu tree 30’-50’ 30’-50’ Fast  

 

* Trees very drought-tolerant once established. 

 

The plants prohibited in Chula Vista include those listed below: 

 

Acacia longifolia (Sydney golden wattle);  

Acacia melanoxylon (blackwood acacia);  

Acer pseudoplatanus (European sycamore);  

Ailanthus altissima, syn. Ailanthus glandulosa (tree of heaven);  

Apple (except flowering crabapples);  

Apricot;  

Eucalyptus globulus (blue gum);  

Ficus species (fig trees);  

Gleditsia triacanthos (honey locust, thorny variety); 

Juglans nigra (black walnut);  



 

Liriodendron tulipifera (tuliptree);  

Maclura pomifera (osage orange);  

Melia azedarach (China Berry);  

Melia azedarach 'Umbraculiformis' (Texas umbrella tree);  

Morus alba (white mulberry);  

Nectarine;  

Peach;  

Pear;  

Persimmon;  

Pomegranate (except varieties of Punica granatum);  

Populus species (poplars);  

Quince (except varieties of Cyclonia japonica, the flowering quince);  

Salix species (willows);  

Washingtonia filifera (California fan palm); and  

Washingtonia robusta (Mexican fan palm, except as replacement trees in areas where the palm species has been established, e.g., on 

Broadway). 
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