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Definition of Less Lethal Force

Lawful application of force delivered with 

the intent to subdue or render non-

threatening.  It is accepted that the 

probability exists for bodily harm--or even 

death--to occur.  However, it must also be 

accepted that the application of such force 

may be the only alternative to using lethal 
force to stop the subjectôs actions.



Definition of Less Lethal Munitions/ 

SIMs

Extended Range, Kinetic Energy Impact 

Munitions are capable of delivering a 

stunning blow that may be used from a 

distance to compel a subject to cease 

actions when  officers reasonably believe 

that they are a viable option for resolving 

the situation at hand.



Less-Lethal Munitions

¸Beanbag/less lethal beginnings

¸Evolution of beanbag/SIMs

¸Specific Types

¸Description-Ranges



May be used for:

¸Riot/Crowd Control

¸Corrections

¸Armed Suspects 

¸Mentally Challenged Subjects

¸Non-compliant Subjects

¸Tactical Operations



Two Basic Classifications

¸Non-Flexible Less Lethal Munitions

¸Flexible Less Lethal Munitions



Less Lethal Launching Systems

¸Hand Held

¸37/40mm Launchers

¸12ga Pump Launchers

¸Encapsulated Launchers



37/40MM Launchers



37/40MM Launchers



ARWEN  & SAGE Launchers



37MM/40MM Munitions

¸Wood batons

¸Foam batons

¸ñStingerò rounds

¸Arwen & Sage rounds



37mm/40mm Munitions



40MM  ñSpongeò Rounds

¸ Encapsulated projectile launchers

¸ Pepperball launcher



Less Lethal Launching 

Systems
¸ FN Herstal 303 launcher



Less Lethal Launching Systems

Pepperball launcher



Dedicated Less Lethal 

Launchers



Less Lethal Launching 

Systems
12 gauge pump-action launchers (ex-shotguns)

¸ Semi-auto shotguns wonôt function properly 
with less lethal munitions

¸ Suggested accessories:
-Tactical light  

-Tactical sling, (orange) 

-Expandable pistol grip buttstock (orange)


